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Thelnternational Focus Group on Tephrochodmgy and Volcanism (INTAV) heléphra conference,
G/ N2aaiAy3d BSaIKONE Y @/ & NFatE 2 & IO a2 RSB | wiideSdltietl NJ . NI
Carpathian Mountains dfransylvaniaRomaniafrom 24 June to 1 July, 2018. INTAV is a-kiagding
(from 1961) global tephra research groaptive withinthe Stratigraphy and Chronology Commission
(SACCOMof INQUA. It organises specialist tephra meetings every four years on saverage
although the most recenmeeting (before this one in Romaniayas in 2010 in Kirishiay Japan. The
Romaniartephrameeting wasconvered byDaniel VeregRomaniapnd Ulrich Hambac{Germany,)
together with support fromthe INTAV executive committee Bfitta Jenser{Canada)Peter Abbott
(UK/Switzerland) Takehiko Stuki(Japan) Siwan DaviedJK) and David LowéNew Zealand)By all
measures the conferencemust be judgeda tremendoussuccess helping toadvancethe seven
= m objectives of L b ¢! #uaarpinning
EXTRAS projecEXTending tephRAS as a

L . global  geoscientific research  tool
o stratigraphically, spatiall analytically, and

temporally), allowinginsight into muchof
the excellentresearchbeing undertaken in
Romaniaand nearby countriesand, in part
because of the special venue and the
conference programme construction,
providing great opportunities for discussion, networking, and interactions between the wide range of
participating researchersandalso, not leastbecause of the warmth, friendliness, and helpfulness of
the hosts at the venue and during tfield trips No stone was left unturned by Daniel Veres and Ulrich
Hambach, and their friendistudent andpostdoctoralhelpers, to ensure that all participantfisit very
welcome andverewell looked after for their entire stay in Romania

The conferencalso featured, notably, strong contributions in volcanology as well as many
papers representing the explosion of research on cryptotephrasrange of environmental
settings and on new methods for detecting and analysing them including the useayf X
fluorescence core scanners (such as ITRAX) and computed tomography (CT) imeagimethods
for analysis including trace element mapping of small glass shesidg multiple line scans with#
ICRMS, new dating applications, aadchumber of novel applit@ns of tephra depositthat are best
describedag?o S8 2y R A420KNRBYyaQod



Held atthe spectaculamountainNB & 2 NIi W/ KSA f Sseelphilo Rboe)ihE A Q Cdzy Rt
meeting involved®?2 participantsd C A Jafrecerd number for an INTAV @dl A §fah 20
countries The greatest numbers were from the UK (24), Germany (14), Romania (7) and the USA (5)
with up to four representatigs from each of Denmark, Russia, Norway, Sweden, Canada, Italy,
Switzerland, Turkey, Japan, China, Poland, Serbia, Hungary, Singapore, Iceland, and New Zealand.

The total included 22 studentsvith 17 of these undertaking PhDs.

Fig. 1. Participantat the tephra conferencawaiting the opening talk Photo: David Lowe.

Participantswvere treated to 94 stimulatingapers, including 41 oral papersseven
sessionand 53 posterpaperspresented inthree sessions. Alhe poster papersemainedon disply
for the entre conference Seven outstandindinvited) keynote presentationsvere made one in
each oral sessioty Sabine Wul{UK) Michael Sig(Switzerland)PavidKaratsonHungary),
Caroline Bouvet de la Maisonneuf(&ingapore)Maarten BlaauwUK),John Westgat¢Canada)and
Vera PonomarevéRussia)Aspecial eening lecturevas giverby loano Wb SggBe@Q{Romania)
entitedd DS2t 23A 0Lt FyR @2t Ol y 2Pandhiddrefionvitziehphasi§ 2 F K
2y GKS w2 Yl ywhithysumim&risadde dothpkk régional geological setting amdry
active tectmism as well as local volcanismthe southernCarpathiansThe presentation helped to
set the scene for thene-daymid-conference field excursion the region(and the latempost
conference excursion)hemid-conference trip wated byloan SeghedDaniel Veresand Ulrich
Hambach (Seghedi et al., 2QEhdA y Of dZRSR | @A &aAd G2 GKS otal taAo
verypopularviewing of5 NJ- O dzf | ifBianabthedefidioRhe dayFig. 3)
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https://www.google.ro/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x40b339e17c35add9:0xf15362181fc5be59!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4shttps://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname%3D117507106215171413887%26id%3D6472428287072210322%26target%3DPHOTO!5sresort+fundata+-+Google+Search&imagekey=!1e3!2s-VtoVqIINaIs/WdKvPBUhDZI/AAAAAAAAAEE/w3YcSJ9caU4DKuq6ZJ07w9dWcpmlPqIZgCLIBGAYYCw&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi60tKJgcjXAhWpa5oKHSMOAl4QoioIngEwDg

Fig. 2. Participants in front of columnar basalt in theRer volcanic field (active from 126 Mg in the
southern Carpathianduring the midconference field trip. Photo: Pierre Oesterle.

Fig. 3. BraiiDracula) Castle, Transylvania, visited during thecoitference excursion. Not far from the
conference venue dtloieciu de Sughe castle in Bran was completed in 1388 AD. Photo: David.Lowe



The conference abstract volume is available at the conferaredesite(Hambach and Ulrich,
2018) Papers arising from the conference are to be assembled into a spsambchronology
volume ofQuaternary Internationafin preparation).

The conferencevassupported financiallgnd in kind by a number of sponsoadl (isted in
the programme and absticts volumeand on the conference websitendan INQUA gran{1710P
of e n c abtained by INTAV through SACC@Npported by commissiopresident, Mauro Coltorti).
ThegeneroudNQUA grantvas used to hip 18 early cager researchers (BR¥and studentgo
travel to the meeting (Figtl). Most were fromwithin Europe (14) but foutravelledfrom beyond

Europeincluding several fromas far away aslew Zealand

Fig. 4. Ten of thel8 happyECR and studemécipients ofthe INQUA travel grant®hoto: David Lowe.

Another featureof the conferencevasan excellentBayesan-based age modelling workshop
(Fig.5) led by Maarten BlaaufiUK) following his insightful keynote pager ¢ a2 NB Rl GSa | yR
- recommendations for robust age S LJ0 K Y2IRISNI&AS yYwQa LINSlab&yoid thé A 2y A 2
conference websiteSteve Kuehn (USA) reported on progress on the development dfith&\global
database project and provided new updated protocol sheets for etialudy tephra community in

the next few months.



Fig. 5.Maarten Blaauw (right) leading the ageodelling workshop for around 25 participan®hoto: David
Lowe.

Four students were awardedertificates andcashprizes(sponsored by the University of
Waikato, New Zealanddr first and second places in poster and oral presentati®ig. §. As noted
by the judges, the standards of presentation were uniformly high throughout the confemntso

their job was a difficult one

Fig. 6.The winnersand runnersup for best student oral and poster papers. From left, Jayde Hirniak, Jennifer
Saxby, Hannah Buckland, and Ali Monte&thoto: David Lowe.



